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say of it. The day after landing axes were applied to the trees
and four days later the fort was entirely finished.* Tt is a plat of
ground a hundred feet square surrounded by stakes twelve feet
high with two good bastions. For such a small space there are
large buildings, detached and not crowded, each 30, 38 and 25
feet long by 16 feet wide. All would go well there if the place
was not subject to inundations; but this year, on the 15th of the
month of April, we were obliged to go and camp outside and the
water rose in the houses to the height of two feet eight inches;
and it is useless to say that it was the quantity of snow that fell
this year. The snow about the fort was melted a long time be-
fore; and there was certainly not more than a foot and a half
from the 8th of February until the 15th of March; all the rest of
the winter one could nof: have used snowshoes. T have good rea-
son for believing that this place is inundated every year. T al-
ways had the same opinion of it; but they were not obliged to
believe me, because old people who said they had lived here fif-
teen or twenty years asserted that it was never inundated. We
could not re-enter the rather dilapidated houses until the 30th of
the same month of April, and even today the damages are hardly
repaired.

Before the end of October all the houses were finished, and
furnished ; and everyone found himself lodged peacefully in
his own home. Nothing was thought of then but to go and
reconnoitre the neighboring districts and rivers, to see those
herds of fallow-deer of all species of which they tell such tales
in Canada. They must have disappeared or have greatly
diminished since the time these former travelers left the coun-
try. They are no longer in such great numbers, and it is hard
to kill any.

After having wandered about the country for some time
everybody returned to the fort, and only thought of enjoying
for a little the fruits of their labors. On the 4th of the month
of November it was not forgotten that this was the féte day of

1 For the location of Fort Beauharnois, see Wis. Hist. Colls., X, DD.
302, 371.—Enbn.
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